Thy Kingdom Come sermon series – the millennial reign of our Lord
Part 1, April 11, 2021
https://youtu.be/XpWu9jhTNrg?t=3165 
Today’s passage = Acts 1: 1–11.
The plans for our future.  He appeared for 40 days (after His Resurrection).   He taught disciples in desert for the same time period.  He came to establish the Kingdom of God.  For the people of God.  Christ taught disciples in desert for the same time period.   The Kingdom will come to Earth, but a “little problem” is Church’s emphasis – they’ve reversed what goes where. This theme is the focus of Christ’s ministry – the goal.  Matt. 4:17.  It’s going on now.  “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand” – His people – the Church is where His will is done – the Church.  He is there.  It’s a “beginning manifestation.”  The petitionary prayer.  Our view is often not right. It makes heaven not real, uninteresting and leads to a love of the world.  But we identify with heaven on Earth.  That’s what we need to do, to realize.  It’s the only plan, the story God has had.  It has not changed since Genesis 1.  Read it.  That’s where we are heading!  The Earth was given to Adam to rule over, the sphere.  Verse 29 – Commandment = fill and subdue Earth and rule over the creatures.  So why overpopulation? – attack on God.  Carbon (dioxide) is “us” its’s our wrong idea.   The chaos now shows we are not doing well.  We are using technology to gain control and then to rule. But that way leads to censoring God (on social media).  Revelation shows what happens with that.  (Not sure if pastor means this:  Is that /does that show liberal church is wrong?  They are not the ones who are /will be making the golden age come about!?)

The answer is to bring Man and God together to build the Kingdom = Jesus Christ.  Luke 1 has the Great Commission and the Ascension. But Matt. 28:18 has “all authority on heaven and on Earth.”  It all comes together – or it will when the millennial reign happens.  (Me: only then!)

Its not just about getting forgiven and saved, but to work together to restore Kingdom.  We will not just evangelize and then leave the Earth.  We stay, and so have to teach “everything 
I have commanded.”  But what we do/ have done now – some places where God’s will is done, but that result is temporary or incomplete.  (It won’t be enough?)
People don’t realize the millennium, which is just the beginning.  God can and will take care of the Earth.  Thugs will not be the ones to take over the Earth = a disaster, its falling apart.  Washington does not know how to do it.  We can build, but our power is not one that can build something everlasting.  We will and do mess it up.  Thus the story in Book of Revelation.  
Have you heard those wrong ideas.  Trucks?  Escape Earth – we can’t save planet, its fate.  But preventing global warming is the wrong way. 

The disciples understood what Christ meant, but the Church does not.  The verse 6 that’s misunderstood: “Lord, is it at this time that you will restore the Kingdome of God to Israel?”  And Christ said [pastor’s joke] no, He said … 
The state of Israel is the reason and the proof of the battle that we are in; the world says “No!” 
The state of the world is not good. That’s what would happen if we have our way, but God says, “The world is going to be restored.”  God has not given up on it.  We will love the Earth.  It will not have bad neighborhoods only have good zones.  Jesus will be here.  He will use us to do so.  
The coming new administration on Earth that replaces the current crummy one.  It will have awesome people in it.  Rule and reign – is in Rev. 20.  A lot of people don’t believe this, or have their own different ideas.  But God wants to do something with us.  We will begin building it.  

Part 2
Today’s passage = Micah 4: 1-5.  The Mountain of the Lord will be raised above the hills, and the people of the world will come to it. 

We are near to this and it will really happen!  A glorious day.  The Kingdom will come to pass; we are in the season now.  We had a problem that messed up the Kingdom.  They were flawed, like us. The Jewish Kingdom fell apart. But the Lord hasn’t given up. We will need new people, something has to change.  We are being shaped, growing and becoming more like Him, through the Spirit.  Then we will be ready.  His redeemed people.  The gates of Hell will not prevail against the Lord’s work in our lives.  “I will give you the keys to the Kingdom.” Matt. 16:19.  
Why – because it is what God wants.  Missionary and discipleship are the means through which it’s accomplished.   Acts 1:6 Is it at this time?  How many of us think it’s about Israel – we think of heaven, or maybe the Garden.  That’s where we get in trouble.   Like M. Luther did in his commentary, who thought that the language there is figurative, so it means something different than actually dealing with Israel.  There was no discussion, the Kingdom wasn’t growing.  We still don’t understand what’s coming.  Our views can be wrong, so be teachable, remain open to Scripture. 
What was that question about?  It was about Restoring the Kingdom to Israel – the disciples knew that.  It wasn’t about the Church (denominations named).  A glorious King in a land of peace, without enemies.  It never happened in Israel’s history because they were always fighting.  Jesus talked about in it Matt. 12:42.  “One greater than Solomon is here. “  Is a prophecy.  His millennial picture is like 1 Kings chapter 10 passage about the queen of the South verse 6.  Solomon’s wisdom and wealth.  How happy the people must be to hear it.  Praise! to God’s “eternal love for Israel” for he made you a righteous King.  But that town fell apart, it was sacked and leveled.  What then about the Promises made to Israel, the Jews asked longingly.  God was / would finish it according to his plan, and nothing can stop it.  Notice no harps in Micah 4!  Heaven is different than the millennial Kingdom.  It is coming, but it is not the same thing.  We have to distinguish them.  We weren’t taught this.  We don’t understand and/or pastors don’t want controversy.  Amillennialists in this town [true]!  Glenn knows (because he was “raised with” the CRC]. We can respect that, but can grow. 
He didn’t answer – he said its not for you to know the times or the season.  2,000 years later. 
Heaven will be kind of weird.  Physically.  It will be like a cube, like the Holy of Holies.  We want to get in there!  It will be open, so we can get in there.  Its not the Earth.  Rev. 21 is different with Micah 4.  That is where the drama is, but they cannot be reconciled.  
In the last days, = time is being measured.  Compare with eternal state where it won’t be.  
The last day is the Sabbath.  Jerusalem is the mountain of the Lord.  The nations are already and will certainly be coming.  Some day.  Tourists are fulfilling it.  Mark Twain visited there [it was in 1867].  Go and see the Lord.  We are a part of the Restoration.  We are getting ready for it.  Amazing!  Jeff loves Israel, and is privileged to watch it happening.  He will judge and settle disputes between the nations.  Our Lord will be the ruler over them.  Wonderful when it happens.  Why don’t people talk about this?  Matt. 19: 28.  Where will my sacrifices mean?  
“I tell you the truth. At the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne … everyone will receive a hundred times as much … the last shall be first.”  If we didn’t spend any money on defense budgets, then it will be a heaven on Earth – a flourishing like it was during the Renaissance [my term, when they made developments in Arts and Sciences]. 


Part 3
Today’s passage =Isaiah 65: 17-25. 
https://youtu.be/t4qBMkdqef4?t=3309
The Gospel is not just good news about our redemption from our sins.  It also implies our future with our Lord in His Kingdom.  It is a restoration.  Why did the Lord let sin into world?  So we understand how bad things will be without Him.  We have to be shown that.  If everything was always good, then we wouldn’t realize that we cannot rule this world.  But we get good reminders of how good, glorious it will be.  On the Earth first.  We understand what heavenly is/will be. We want the spirit of heaven.  We will talk more about Israel … the greatest moment in their history points to this time.  What can we do with this question – is it at this time.  So you don’t go to the next question.  Why doesn’t the Church want to know?  Isaiah 65.  The Lord is interested in Israel.  Genesis 12 [pastor’s joke, then says it’s a prophecy].  We don’t want to leave.  Through this the entire earth will be blessed.  Gen. 15: 18-19 on that day I give this land. 
It’s the whole Middle East.  If Israel isn’t restored then God isn’t God. That’s not right. Or the entire world wouldn’t be restored. Then promise / covenant wouldn’t be kept.  It is all about his promise.  A Passover lamb = future and hope.  The Abrahamic covenant.  We almost got there once with King Solomon.  1 Kings 4 has the geography – which wasn’t limited. The people were happy.  That’s the promise, what all the disciples understood, and it’s a new Garden.  How can we be done with this?  Notice that it is not fulfilled, so it will still happen.  Only God can finish it.  
Everything in America is about these issues.  We are in the drama for a reason.  We are getting very close.  God is faithful.  It will be finished, fulfilled, all according to His word.  

Discussing the passage now, and why we don’t understand it.  We don’t really care about it.  
The former things will not be remembered nor come to mind.  That means all of the chaos, the pain – in Jerusalem.  It’s their real history.  About 28 wars there.  Something amazing is going to happen there, in the center of it all.  From bullet holes to a delight and a joy.  The Oakhill trip in the year 2000 got crazy – the pizzeria bombing happened.  Jeff still went.  AntiSemitism is prevalent because, umm so it’s a big contrast?  No more weeping.  The Lord will be there then, and so will we.  Building houses and planting vineyards is in the passage, it will last long enough for that.  Evil will be bound, restricted.  Note the part at end of passage that says, “dust will be the serpent’s food.”  So its connected to the demonic realm.  Deception and lies are the tools of that realm.  Evil will be controlled.  Rev. 20 says same thing, connect the dots.  God’s purpose and plan – why can’t we talk about them.  Is it just because of politics?  NO.  It’s to show us what God can and will do.  He must.  We can’t ignore what’s happening.  A World War is coming, like 1914.  Suddenly it struck.  Stop the world from destroying itself – like in Noah’s day.  When they started the world again.  They knew what sin does, but also what God’s plan is.  God has the power to begin again, to renew. Nothing can stop His plan – for you, me, and everything.  No we don’t fully understand it all.  Our church history – we were in trouble 20 years ago.  We have helped to build a kingdom in our local church.  That is a picture of how it will be then.  Amazing things are coming, and its in the Bible from 3000 years ago.  They helped, and there were groups of 24, in old and New Testament.  Those singers and servants were worshipping the Lord.  The earth will be filled – Habakkuk.  They were a part of His purposes.  
That gives us meaningfulness in life (from the prayer).


Part 4.
Today’s passage = Rev. 20: 1-6.
Who is ruling with Christ – us, the Church.  Lasting 1000 years. 
https://youtu.be/q7QzLB5XAIY?t=2920 
We want this world to be changed, to reflect His Kingdom. 
Matt. 26:29. We are not going to be celebrating Passover/communion.  We will all understand the purpose of the law at that time; its truth and meaning are to point us to Christ.  We won’t need the 5 books of Moses = Torah, because it will be on our hearts already.  Matt. 5:18. 
We only need them Until heaven and Earth disappear  (Rev 21 & 22) – which they will do at that time.  Until everything is accomplished – the law will be accomplished in our heart.  When that happens then ... we will reflect him (His love and grace) and be conformed to his image.  Forever.  Amazing!  Rev. 19 is the second coming, and then the rest of the chapter happens.  
Rev. 20.  The church sometimes thinks we can’t be too literal (with this text).  We need to idealize the passage, it’s a picture of something in the future … ,there is no millennium. 
Does it make sense – then take it at face value, don’t shift its understanding – it might not remain faithful to Scripture’s real meaning.  Like many, many people have done.  We can understand this!  God wants us to understand it.  It’s a love letter from God to us.  He doesn’t want us to have all the drama, its an anchor.  Then we will have peace.  Those [amillennialists] are getting nervous.  We don’t need to be nervous about whats happening.  “Because He lives” we can teach this to our children.  Acts 1:6.  Micah 4 and Isaiah 65 – a recap, they are about Rev. 20:4 (Them is us – write “me”).  The Holy Spirit will help us connect the dots.  It’s got to be a personal thing.  That’s how you get the blessing promised in Rev.  Rule and reign!  

The pastor gave 4 passages to pray over = Matt 26: 19.  Matt. 19:28 = “At the renewal of all things, and you who have followed me will also ….”  = Rev. 4.  Many Christians don’t …
Second verse Luke 22:29-30. Its not a fringe thing/thinking!  And I confer upon you a Kingdom, just as my Father did … 
Matt. 20: 20-23 will James and John brothers be on the right and left of the throne and the coming Kingdom- its on Earth, not the new Jerusalem = heaven.  
1 Cor. 6:2 “Do you not know, the saints will judge the world,” not the other way around.  
Its all going to change at the end. 
Could be a hundred more verses. Methuselah. 969 < 1000 years. Bring glory and honor. 
Practical applications here and now.  Godly = what we pray for is coming. A new administration/government here in history – it has never happened in world history  YET and we will live to see it happen … anguish and drama will end – in Jerusalem.  Why are we saying this.  Promises will be kept.  The OT ones to Israel and the Fathers.  Fruitful and multiply.  Jerusalem will flourish.  We will see the beauty of this world. We haven’t seen it of the whole world, we need to travel and know more of it. Finally the expanded Kingdom is a greater number/amount/population. He is not done here. These things are coming. Amazing! 
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Opposing view: 

Your Identity in the Trinity: Discovering God’s Grace in the ...
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author, Sean Cole, inadvertently (?) quoted one-time CRC minister, Louis Berkhof’s “present reality in the hearts of believers.” Also doesn’t John 18:26 final sentence say “now”?
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NIV Genesis 15:1 Afler this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield,
your very great, J
NIV Genesis 30:18 Then Leah said, "God has rewarded me for giving my servant to my husband.” So she named him
Issachar.
NIV Numbers 22:17 because | will reward you handsomely and do whatever you say. Come and put a curse on these people
for me.”
NIV Numbers 22:37 Balak said to Balaam, "Did | not send ‘'you an urgent summons? Why didn't you come to me? Am | really
not able to reward you?"
NIV Numbers 24:11 Now leave at once and go home! | said | wauld reward you handsomely, but the LORD has kept you
from being rewarded.”
NIV Ruth 2:12 May the LORD repay you for what you have dane. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come {o take refuge.”
NIV 1 Samuel 24:19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for
the way you treated me today.
NIV 1 Samuel 26:23 The LORD rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered you into my
hands today, but | would not lay a hand on the LORD's anointed.
NIV 2 Samuel 4:10 when someone told me, 'Saul is dead,’ and thought he was bringing good news, | seized him and put him
1o death in Zikiag. That was the reward | gave him for his news!
NIV 2 Samuel 18:22 Ahimaaz son of Zadok again said to Joab, “Come what may, please let me run behind the Cushite.” But
Joab replied, "My son, why do you want to go? You don't have any news that will bring you a reward.”
NIV 2 Samuel 19:36 Your servant will cross over the Jordan with the king for a short distance, but why should the king reward
me in this way?
NIV 2 Samuel 22:21 “The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands
he has rewarded me.
NIV 2 Samuel 22:25 The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to my cleanness in his sight.
NIV 2 Chroricles 15:7 But s for you, be strong and do not give p, for your work will be rewarded.*
NIV Job 17:5 If anyone denounces their friends for reward, the eyes of their children wilfail.
:l’:‘\;.lnh 34:33 Should God then reward you on your terms, when you refuse to repent? You must decide, not ; so tell me

it you know.
NIV Psalm 17:14 By your hand save me from such people, LORD, from those of this world whose reward is i this ife, May
what you have stored up for the wicked il their bellies; may their children gorge themseves on it, and may there be leflovers
for their fittle ones.
NIV Psaim 18:20 The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he
has me.




image2.png
THEY RESP YOUI QIS TOr yoursell and give your rewards to someone
. N | will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means.
-2 NIV Matthew 5:12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, forin the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
NIV Matthew 5:4_If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are ot even the tax collectors doing that?
¢ NIV Matthew 6:1 *Be careful not o practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you il hav
10 reward from your Father in heaven.
NIV Matthew 6:2 "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly | telf you, they have received their reward in full
X NIV Matthew 6:4 So that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secrel, wil reward you.
NIV Maithew 6:5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypociites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and or
the sireet comers to be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward in full
NIV Matthew 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the daar and pray o your Father, who is unseen. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
NIV Matthew 6:16 "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces o show others the
are fasting. Truly ! tell you, they have received their reward in fuil.
NIV Matthew 6:18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and yo
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
NIV Matthew 10:41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and whoever welcomes a
righteous person as a righleous person will receive a fighteous person's reward.
NIV Matihew 10:42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water 1o one of these lille ones who is my disciple, truly | tel you
that person wil certainly ot lose their reward.”
NIV Matthew 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each
person according to what they have done.
NIV Mark 9:41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will
crtainly not lose their reward.
faw cuke 6:23 "Rejoice n that day and leap for oy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors
treated 3
NIV Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, do good 1o them, and lend 1o them without expecting to get anything back. Then your
\Y/, reward will be great, and you wil be Chldran of the Most Ligh, because ne kind {o the ungrateful and wicked.
—¥ NIV 1 Corinthians 3:8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will sach be rewarded
according to their own labor.
¢ NIV 1 Corinthians 3:14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward.
NIV 1 Corinthians 8:17 If | preach voluntarily, | have a reward; if not voluntarily, | am simply discharging the trust comenitted
tome.
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£ NIV Revelation 210 e e Lhiel Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.

X NIV Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison o fest
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even fo the point of death, and I will give you ife as your victor's
crown.

% NIV Revelation 3:11  am coming soon. Hold on o what you have, so that no one will take your crown,

HNIV Revelation 4:4 Surrounding the thrane were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders.
They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.

KNIV Revelation 4:10 the twenty-four eiders fall down before im who sits on the thrane and worship him who fives for ever
and ever. They fay their crowns before the throne and say:

NIV Revelation 6:2 1 looked, and there before me was a white horse! i rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he

rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.

NIV Revelation 9:7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of

gold, and their faces resembled human faces.

NIV Revelation 12:1 A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a

crown of twelve stars on her head.

NIV Revelation 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enommous red dragon with seven heads and ten homs and

seven crowns on ifs heads.
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NIV Revelation 14:14 | looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son of man

with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand,

NIV Revelation 19:12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns, He has a name written on him that no
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is the kingdom of God? In John 18:36 when Pilate interrogated Jesus, he
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered
over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” The kingdom
of God consists of his rule and reign as King over the entire universe. It
does not specify a geographic area, but a spiritual reality. The Bible speaks
of three aspects of the kingdom of God. First of all, the kingdom of God
has already come in the first coming of Christ in his life, death, and resur-
rection, as evidenced in Matthew 4:17: “From that time Jesus began to
preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Second,
the kingdom of God is also a present reality in the hearts of believers who
submit to Christ’s rule and reign as King and Savior. Hebrews 12:28 urges
us, “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence
and awe.” Third, the kingdom of God is a future hope when Christ at his
second coming will establish his ultimate and final kingdom and rule

18. Becke, “Hallowing God's Name.” 41.
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Thy Kingdom Come sermon series   –   the millennial reign of our Lord   Part 1, April 11, 2021   https://youtu.be/XpWu9jhTNrg?t=3165     Today’s  passage   =  Acts 1: 1 – 11 .   The plans for our future.  He appeared for 40 days (after  His Resurrection ).     He taught  disciples  in desert  for the same time   period .   He came to  establish the Kingdom of God.  For the people  of God.   Christ   taught disciples in desert for the same time period.     The Kingdom will come to  Earth, but a “little problem” is Church’s emphasis  –   they’ve  reversed what goes where . This  theme is the focus of  Christ’s ministry  –   the goal.  Matt. 4:17.  It’s going on now.   “ Repent, for  t he Kingdom of  God is   at hand”  –   His people  –   the Church is where His will is done  –   the Church.   He is there.  It’s a “beginning manifestation. ”    The petitionary prayer.  Our vie w is often not  right. It makes heaven not real, uninteresting and leads to a love of the world.  But we identify  with heaven on Earth.  That’s what we need to do, to realize.  It’s the only plan, the story God  has had.  It has not changed since Genesis 1.    Read it.   That’s   where we are heading!  The Earth  was  given to   Adam to rule over, the sphere.    Verse 29  –   Commandment = fill and subdue Earth  and rule over the creatures.  So why overpopulation?  –   attack on God.  Carbon (dioxide) is “us”  its’s  our wrong idea.     The   chaos now shows we are not doing well.  We   are  us ing   technology to  gain control and then   to   rule. But that   way  leads to censoring God (on social media).  Revelation  shows what happens with that.     (Not sure if pastor means this:  Is th at /does that show liberal  church is wrong ?  T hey are not the ones who are /will be making the  golden age   come about!?)     The answer is to bring Man and God together to build the Kingdom = Jesus Christ.  Luke 1 has  the Great Commission and the Ascension. Bu t Matt. 28:18 has “all authority on heaven and on  Earth.”  It all comes together  –   or it will when   the millennial reign happens.  (Me: only then!)     Its not just about getting forgiven and saved, but to work together to restore Kingdom.  We will  not just ev angelize and then leave the Earth.  We stay, and so have to teach “everything    I have commanded.”  But what we do/ have done now  –   some places where God’s will is done,   but that result is temporary or incomplete.  (It won’t be enough?)   People don’t realize   the millennium, which is just the beginning.  God can and will take care of  the Earth.  Thugs will not  be the ones to take over the Earth = a disaster, its falling apart.   Washington does not know how to do it.  We can build, but our power is not one that   can build  something everlasting.  We will and do mess it up.  Thus the story in Book of Revelation.      Have you heard those wrong ideas.  Trucks?  Escape Earth  –   we can’t save planet, its fate.   But  preventing global warming is the wrong way.      The discipl es understood what Christ meant, but the Church does not.  The verse   6   that’s  misunderstood: “Lord, is it at  this   time   that you will restore the Kingdome   of God to Israel ?”   And Christ said [ pastor’s  joke] no, He said …    The state of Israel is the reason a nd the proof of the battle that we are in; the world says “No!”    The state of the world is not good. That’s what would happen if we have our way, but God says,  “The world is going to be restored.”  God has not given up on it.  We will love the Earth.  It w ill  not have bad neighborhoods only have good zones.  Jesus will be here.  He will use us to do so.    

